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■　North-South Conflict  
  1955-1972 
  1983-2005 
= the longest civil war in Africa　　　

ダルフール

Sudan Conflict Overview

South Sudan

Juba

■　Peace Agreement  
•Autonomous government 
•Power-sharing and resource 
(oil sharing) 
• Referendum after the 6 year 
interim period 

東部地域
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Brief Overview since 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement

• 2005.01 Peace Agreement Signed 
• 2005.01 UNMIS established 
• 2005.10　GoSS established 
• 2010.04　National elections held 
• 2011.01　Referendum (98.83 

supported separation/independence)  
• 2011.07　GoSS recognized as the 

193rd Member State of the UN 
• 2011.07 UNMISS established



http://blog.usaid.gov/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Sudan-Instructional-Materials.jpg
http://www.peopleofcolororganize.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/Southern_Sudan_independence.jpg


CPA and transition
• The CPA provided arrangements on 

security, (separation of forces, ceasefire 
and downsizing), power and oil sharing 

• Citizenship, border demarcation and oil 
sharing unresolved at the time of 
independence 

• GoSS’s structure in place before 
independence with the Interim Constitution 
approved



Recent Developments in South 

• Clash between North and South 
• Arab vs African discourse  
• Loss of ‘the Common Enemy’ 
• High expectations and increasing 

grievances toward the Gov. 
• Increasing tribal conflicts resulted in 

5000 -10,000 deaths (2009-2011) 



Types of Threat/Violence 



• Competition over grazing land and 
water  

• Safety of livestock regarded same as 
human safety 

• Those cultures require cattle as 
bridewealth (dowry) to get married 

• Many see raiding cattle as an easier 
way to make progress in their life

Contexts of tribal clashes



Contexts of tribal clashes
• Food shortage - ‘they are stopping the 

supply of WFP food.’ 
• Discourse of ethnic hatred being 

reproduced  
• Non availability of police/gov. control 
• Abuse of civilians by police/SPLA 
• Deliberate targeting of women may be a 

new trend



Root Causes
• Competition over water 
• Livelihood 
• Youth unemployment 
• Bridewealth/dowry 
• Limited accessibility and 

communication 
• Poor capacity of the police 
• Grievancestoward the Gov. 
• Past misdeed by SPLA 
• Proliferation of arms

Revenge killing

Root 
causes?



UNMIS Protection Mandate
SCR1590 (SCR 1996) 

–Decides that UNMIS......to coordinate 
international efforts towards the protection of 
civilians, with particular attention to vulnerable 
groups including IDPs, returning refugees, and  
women and children.  

–Authorizes UNMIS to ‘take the necessary 
action, in the areas of deployment of its forces 
and as it deems within its capabilities, and 
without prejudice to the responsibility of the 
Government of Sudan, to protect… civilians 
under imminent threat of physical violence. 



What are THREATS?
Threats to 

life…
Arbitrary, summary or extrajudicial executions

Murder (ranging from individual killings occurring out of 
criminality up to systematic violence and the perpetration of 

genocide)

Threats to 
physical 

integrity…

Torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
Conflict related sexual violence (Rape and other forms of sexual 
violence, from the opportunistic to the widespread and systematic 

use of rape)
Recruitment and use/abuse of children

Assault and battery
Deliberate deprivation (of food, water, and other goods or services 

necessary for survival)

Threats to 
freedom…

Abduction, forced disappearance
Arbitrary / illegal arrest and/or detention

Threats and intimidation
Restrictions on freedom of movement (including forced 

displacement)
Forced labor or recruitment

Threats to 
property

Theft, extortion (for example, illegal taxation)
Looting



Examples of PoC Activities and Phases



Perceptions/reactions of actors 
• Limited presence/mobility of Police 
• SPLA unwilling to be seen to take sides 
• UNMIS military focused on patrolling, show 

of presence but reluctant to intervene  
• Little interaction and dialogue between 

humanitarian/NGOs and UNMIS 
• Establishment of police posts by UNDP and 

joint police training with UNMIS 
• NGO serve as witness of those clashes



Capabilities on the ground
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Observations
• Gap between the mandate and practice 
• Gap between local needs and the 

capabilities on the ground 
• Limited local presence and knowledge of 

the local context 
• Little intervention on root causes  
• Deliberate targeting of women may be on 

increase



Observations
• Cycle of violence being reproduced 
• Blurred line between victim and perpetrator 
• Different understanding among actors – who 

should be protected from what and 
when?  

• High degree of judgment required among 
military personnel  

• Any actor require high degree of political 
awareness/analysis



Implications and Opportunities
• Closer interaction with local populations and 

building knowledge about local contexts 
• Role of women as peacemakers 
• Monitoring, prevention and early warning 
• Direct interaction with villages crucial 
• Closer collaboration between humanitarian 

and military 
• Political backing and agreement crucial to 

encourage actions (SC, TCCs and FCCs)



Information 
Gathering

Strategy

Analysis

Gather data on 
- abuser’s chain of command 
- abuser’s needs/interests  
-  strengths and weakness of 
civilian groups/populations 

- sources of international 
support or leverage 
• Draw on a wide variety of 
sources 

• Be discrete and respect 
confidentiality 
• Account for biases

• Understand who is 
responsible 

• Identify channels to 
influence individual 
• Analyse possibilities for 

international leverage 
• Creatively seek channels 

to understand and 
influence armed groups

•  Who is most 
susceptible to 
influence? 

• What can influence?  
• What generates 

incentives/pressure? 
• What risks may be 

involved?

Information gathering and Analysis 

Source: Liam Mahony, Proactive Presence: Field Strategies for Civilian Protection (p.45)
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Food for Thought
• Every interaction is a political 

event 
• The opportunities to influence 

are everywhere and everyday 
• A field presence requires the 

highest level of political/
communication skills 

• What we communicate and 
how we are perceived           
= relationship  

   = security

Source: Liam Mahony, Proactive Presence: Field Strategies for Civilian Protection 





Chika Onaka is a trainer and facilitator in conflict transformation, non-
violent communication and cross-cultural understanding. Chika brings 
with her more than a decade of first-hand experience of conflict resolution 
through her service with the United Nations peacekeeping operations in 
some of the most complex parts of the world such as South Sudan. 
!
Chika served as Disarmament Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) 
officer both in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations in New York 
as well as with the United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS). Other 
countries she served include East Timor with the United Nations 
Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) and Kazakhstan with 
UNESCO.!

As an independent expert with the Global Peace Operations Initiative 
(GPOI), she has trained more than 400 military personnel from 8 
countries such as Sri Lanka, Philippines and Bangladesh on conflict 
prevention, DDR, human rights and gender. 
!
Chika's interest and passion centers around dialogue, creative learning 
and reconciliation. 
!
Chika holds MSc in Social Anthropology from the University of Oxford. 

e-mail: chika.onaka@gmail.com

Bio Chika Onaka 

mailto:chika.onaka@gmail.com

